
2022 Culture Wrap

A hot take on
hot take 
culture (sorry)



The Low Down:

Feeling the heat of hot take culture? That could be 
because it was another year spent scrolling past one 
provocative, attention grabbing headline and twitter 
firestorm after another. Like clockwork, when unexpected 
breaking news or celebrity gossip moments happen social 
media is instantly filled with hot takes. 

From ‘The Slap’ heard around the world, to that salad 
dressing recipe, it can feel we must quickly try to formulate 
a well constructed opinion with limited information before 
we even have a moment to process. Prioritising ‘what’s my 
take?’ over nuanced consideration.

This is not to dismiss that outrage from controversial 
moments can result in productive and necessary 
conversations. But – hot take alert – when this occurs on 
platforms where controversy drives engagement, this can 
cause reactive, deliberately controversial discourse to 
thrive despite nuances and facts. 



Cultural Artefacts Across 2022
Hot Take Culture 



What’s next?
Hot take culture 

The power of doing nothing. Understand the 
moments where not jumping into the discourse 
might be more beneficial.

In a world of echo chambers and personalised 
feeds, how are you helping your customers 
understand the nuance.

Emotional hot states. How can you meaningfully 
contribute or learn from topics gaining cultural 
momentum, to cut through noise and foster long 
lasting connections? 

Hot topics come and go. How are you keeping your 
finger on the pulse of shifts in topics of cultural 
salience?


